THE GAMBIA
	1.
	Total Population 2009
	1,705,212 

	2.
	Rural Population (as a % of total population), 2009
	43

	3.
	Economically Active in Agriculture (as a  % of population aged 15-64), 2009
	76.21

	4
	Female Adult Literacy Rates (15 and over) as a % in 2008
	34

	5.
	Male Adult Literacy Rates (15 and over) as a % in 2008
	57

	6.
	Female Net Enrolment Ratio (NER) and Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)- Primary Education as a % for School year ending 2008
	71 / 89

	7.
	Male Net Enrolment Ratio (NER) and Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)- Primary Education as a % for School year ending 2008
	67 / 84

	8.
	Primary Dropouts, All Grades for School year ending in 2007 (% )
	30

	9.
	Primary School Age Population 2008
	256,000

	10.
	Out-of-School Primary-Aged Children for School year ending 2008
	73,000

	11.
	Out-of-School Primary-Aged Children for School year ending 2008 % Female
	46

	12.
	Female Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) - Secondary Education as a % for School year ending 2008
	49

	13.
	Male Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) - Secondary Education as a % for School year ending 2008
	52

	14.
	Female Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) - Tertiary Education as a % for School year ending 2009
	N/A

	15.
	Male Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) - Tertiary Education as a % for School year ending 2009
	N/A

	16.
	Total Public Expenditure on Education as a % of GNP 2008
	N/A

	17.
	Total Primary School Teachers needed by 2015
	7,757

	18.
	Total Recruitment of Primary School teachers to reach UPE by 2015
	10,091

	19.
	Total Additional Primary School Teachers Required by 2015
	2,416

	20.
	Mobile cellular subscriptions per 100 inhabitants 2009
	84.04

	21.
	Fixed Broadband Internet subscribers per 100 inhabitants 2009
	0.02

	22.
	Mobile Broadband Internet subscribers per 100 inhabitants 2009
	0.24

	23.
	Internet users per 100 inhabitants 2009
	7.63

	24.
	Computers per 100 inhabitants 2008
	4.50


Ready–made Africa Region charts available here (Word 2003 .doc)
Ready–made Africa Region charts available here (Word 2007 .docx)
	Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education
	Vision:

To ensure that the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education continues to perform the leadership role it is currently undertaking and I want to see in the future that it continues to provide education that is of very high quality in order to churn out graduates at the basic and secondary levels of education that will become very strong members of society. Do not make any mistake; our level is the lower level of the education system, but it provides the foundation for the tertiary institutions.
I want to see the Ministry being able to provide a very solid foundation so that we have a society filled with intellectuals equipped with the required skills for development in The Gambia.

	Quality Assurance Agencies
	National Training Authority

	Policies/Plans/Frameworks/Acts
	Education sector medium term plan 2008-2011 (2008)
Education sector strategic plan 2006-2015 (ESSP) (2006)
The Gambian ICT4D-2012 Plan (2008)
Education for All: national plan of action 2004 - 2015: 2nd draft (2004)

	Department  of State for  Agriculture
	Mission:
The Department of State for Agriculture's mission is to

· Increase Gambia's agricultural output

· Meet the food nutritional requirements of the population

· Provide gainful employment and remunerative income for the agricultural labour force 

· Generate foreign exchange through value-added agriculture-related activities

...so as to improve the standard of living of the population on a sustainable basis.

	Department of State for  Health & Social Welfare
	Vision:
Attainment of accessible quality health care for the Gambian population that would be a model in the Africa Region by the year 2020.

Mission:

Provision of quality health care services within an enabling environment, delivered by appropriately and adequately trained, skilled and motivated personnel at all levels of care with the involvement of all stakeholders to ensure a healthy population.

	News
	Education, Agriculture & Health News

	Geopolitical Information
	Commonwealth Secretariat – The Gambia

	Non-Government Organizations (NGOs)
	Worldwide NGO Directory


